Beyond words: language and communication as keys to social belonging and play

Trollhaugen Kindergarten in Alesund is a private kindergarten
established in 1990. It consists of two buildings with seven
departments and approximately 130 children. The kindergarten is
surrounded by forest, sea and mountains, providing rich
opportunities for exploration both indoors and outdoors.

We have been inspired by the Reggio Emilia philosophy since 2009. This philosophy aligns with our view of the child and
how we wish to shape everyday life together with children. We draw inspiration from its core ideas and ways of working, and
develop our practice based on our own context, culture and framework conditions.

We work from the understanding that all children are born with “a hundred languages". This is a metaphor for the many ways
children can express themselves, explore, experience and make meaning - through music, clay, light, shadows, natural
materials, bodily expression and more. We are all different, and our goal is that each child finds their own ways of
expression.
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Beyond words: language and communication as keys to social belonging and play

The environment as the third teacher is central in our practice. Through conscious choices in the physical environment,
we create democratic meeting places that give children something to gather around - and the opportunity to be
competent, creative and explorative. The environment reflects what we value, and materials are accessible and
thoughtfully organized.

"What we hear, we forget. What we see, we remember. What we do, we understand.”
- Loris Malaguzzi

Documentation is an important tool in our work. It provides a foundation for reflection among staff, but also for the
children themselves, giving them the opportunity to reflect on their own learning. Through reflection on
documentation, we shape the direction of our projects and continue developing them together.

At our shareshop, we invite you into our meeting place - where language and communication are more than words.

e Gaininsightinto our everyday kindergarten practice
e Meetaround the third - the environment as the third teacher
o Take partinasimple, hands-on activity
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The child is unique.
Childhood has value in itself.
We aim to see each child and give them time and
space forwonder and exploration.



